
 
 
 

Community Group Questions 
 

  
1. Take a moment to reflect on your current prayer life. How often do you pray? Is it mostly in private or in 
public? How do you perceive your relationship to God while you pray? What is the most common function of 
your prayer Iife right now? 
 
2. Read Matthew 6:1, 5-6. What is the real offense Jesus is warning against? Have you ever been led or led 
others in a situation like this? Why might the behavior of the hypocrites be such a great offense to God?  
 
Going deeper: read Philippians 1:15-18. What is the difference between these two situations that merits 
caution from Jesus? 
 
3. Have you ever followed Jesus’ instructions literally and prayed to God in secret behind closed door? 
Share your experiences and what you’ve learned from them.  
 
4. What might we learn about a God who sees us in secret? 
 
5. What are the rewards of praying to God in secret and how are they different than the reward of man’s 
approval? 
 
6. Read Matthew 6:7-8. Can you think of a time when someone had you by “heaping up empty words?” 
Share any experiences you may have. Why might this be an effective or ineffective approach? 
 
7. If God already knows what we need before we ask, then why do we ask?  
 
8. Read Matthew 8b-13. Is this prayer meant to be recited verbatim or used as an example to guide how we 
pray? Why?  
 
9. What are the components or principles found in Jesus’ prayer that can guide your prayer life? What 
points of this prayer do you often pray? What points of this prayer could you invite into your conversation 
with God? What is assumed of us in this prayer? 
 
10. Read Matthew 14-15. Why might this statement from Jesus make us uncomfortable? How does this 
relate to God’s unconditional love?  
 
11. Why might withholding forgiveness be such a great offense to God?  
 
Going deeper: Take a moment to consider God’s awesome forgiveness of all our sin. Pray and ask God to 
reveal to you anyone you might need to forgive. If you are willing, share with your group and ask for 
accountability and support.  
 
12. Matthew 6:1,5-15 encourages an honest, humble, personal relationship with God. Do you experience a 
personal relationship with God through your prayer life? How have Jesus’ statements encouraged, 
confirmed, or changed your approach to prayer? 
 

 


