
 
 
 

Community Group Questions 
 

   
1. Read Matthew 5:38. Background: Now read the passages in the Old Testament that stated this 
law-principle of “an eye for an eye.” Exodus 21:24-25; Leviticus 24:20; Deuteronomy 19:21. (The context of 
this law was meant for the courts to make sure the punishment for wrongdoing fit the crime and not exceed 
it. It was also to keep people from taking the law into the own hands with retaliation and revenge on those 
who wronged them. The scribes and Pharisees in Jesus’ day had distorted this law and twisted it and taken it 
out of the courts and to use it as a justification for personal retaliation and revenge. Jesus is correcting their 
misinterpretation and misuse and also stating how Jesus wants his followers to live it out.) 
 
2. Continue reading Matthew 5:38-42. What does Jesus mean when he says, don’t resist the one who is 
evil? (Resist means to stand against or oppose) 
 
3. What are the four illustrations Jesus gives to his disciples to describe a proper non-retaliation response? 
Have you heard these expressions before? Summarize what you think Jesus means in these kinds of 
situations. 
 
4. Read also Paul’s instruction to the Romans in Romans 12:17-21. Does Paul give any additional 
explanation or counsel than Jesus did in the sermon on the Mount? 
 
5. How unnatural and hard is it to respond this way when someone wrongs you or does evil to you 
personally?  
 
6. Read the Testimony of Jesus in 1 Peter 2:20-24 out loud in the group. What instruction does Peter give us 
and how did Jesus model what he preached in the Sermon on the Mount?  
 
7. Perhaps some would share situations where they personally need God’s help in responding the way 
Jesus wants us to respond in similar real-life situations. Pray for one another. 

 
 

 


