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!!!!!!!!!!!
A note from Jon!
This packet is meant to inform young marrieds at Woodcreek about our new Foundation Group 
opportunity. Please take a moment to read through the details.  After reading, prayerfully 
consider with your spouse joining a foundation group later this summer.  The staff and elders 
believe in this model of young marriage church community and are excited to join me in offering 
something that values our marriages from the very beginning. As you have questions, jot them 
down and then give me a call or send me an email.  I love you all and can’t wait to see what 
God has in store for our young marriages at Woodcreek.!!
Jon Lilley  !
Young Adults Pastor!
jon.lilley@woodcreekchurch.com!
972-529-8345!!

Summer 2014 Foundation Groups Quick Facts!
!
What is it?!
Foundation groups are Christ-centered, mentor-led community groups made up of 4-6 
young married couples (18-30) that meet over the course of 15 months for the purpose 
of developing a strong foundation for their marriage. !!
How Often?!
Foundation groups meet every other week with a mentor couple to discuss issues 
foundational to young marriage. Groups are strongly encouraged to meet on the off-
weeks for fellowship, whether all together or guys and girls.!!
When?!
Foundation groups will be formed by late-July and meeting for the first time in August. !!
How?!
After prayerfully reading this packet, please respond to Jon Lilley with:!
1) Your Commitment!
2) Who you would like to be in a group with (if anyone)!
3) Your available nights of the week (as many as possible)!
4) Your place of residence!
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Why Foundation Groups?!!
Your marriage is important!
Here at Woodcreek Church we are getting more serious about marriage.  God calls us 
to love our neighbor as ourself, and your spouse is your closest neighbor. The best time 
to build that kind of love into a marriage is as early as possible. Therefore the young 
adult ministry, with the support of our elders, is pouring resources into starting marriages 
off on the right foot. Tim Keller puts it well:  “The experience of marriage will unveil the 
beauty and depths of the gospel to you . . . this greater understanding will help you 
experience deeper & deeper union with each other as the years go on.”!!
Jesus is the key !
Tips, tricks and marriage skills are important and not to be ignored, but what it boils 
down to is Jesus: do you think He is true and good and that life is found in pursuing 
Him? At Woodcreek we believe that the key to any healthy relationship is Jesus Christ. 
And growth in our personal relationship with Jesus happens best in the context of 
community.!!
A Mentor-led community is the fertile soil  !
We believe the most fertile soil for new marriages to grow in is a mentor-led small 
group.  Proverbs 13:20 “Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise; but the companion 
of fools suffers harm.” Joining with a mentor couple is an opportunity to walk with 
someone who has been where you are and can share the wisdom of experience.!!
We believe the best way to achieve all these things is through what we call foundation 
groups. !

!
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice  is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 
foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put 
them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, 
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great 
crash.”    - Matthew 7:24-27!!!!

The following pages cover the process, curriculum, and group expectations.!!
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The Process: how we put groups together!
We try to create groups around current relationships, availability and location. !
- Current relationships: if you know people who you’d like to be in a group with, let us 

know in your response. !
- Night of the week: the more options the better.!
- Location: we will try to get you all around one another, but be prepared for a 15-20 

min. drive to a mentor couple’s house. Most groups end up consistently meeting at the 
mentor’s house, but this is up to the group.!!

Mentor Couples!
Here is what we look for in our mentors:!
- People who love being married & are passionate about investing in others!
- Authentic truth tellers who love Jesus and aren’t afraid to have hard conversations!
- They may be 5 or 20 years ahead, but they love Jesus, have a healthy marriage, and 

a heart to serve you.!!
Resources/curriculum!
When we look at couples who struggle we’ve noticed 4 things:!
1. Wrong view of marriage...they don’t understand God’s view of marriage!
2. Don’t know how to resolve conflict or communicate well!
3. Poor stewards of their finances!
4. Unmet expectations that lead to problems with intimacy/romance!!
So we want to address these three fundamental issues head on over the course of the 
group through 4 resources!!
We start with the book When Sinners Say I Do!
When Sinners Say I Do helps you see God’s plan for marriage (as well as the fact that 
you’re the biggest problem in your marriage!) Another great Tim Keller quote: “The 
Biblical doctrine of sin explains why marriage, more than anything else that is good & 
important in this fallen world - is so painful and hard.”!!
The next 3 books are practical handbooks to deal with major areas where this 
problem of sin enters into marriages:!
- A Lasting Promise - communication and conflict!
- MoneyWise - Financial Stewardship!
- Sheet Music - Sex!!
These books give direction to the groups, but the mentor couples determine the pace. In 
the end we want to establish a firm foundation for you all, and this is our strategy.!!
Cost: We expect all couples to purchase at least one of each of the books.  The total 
cost is about $30.!
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Church Membership!
Foundation Groups require that you already be a member or commit to pursuing 
membership at Woodcreek Church. Becoming a member is a simple process:!
- Attend the next 3-week Discovery Class (Sunday mornings)!
- Sign the membership covenant!
- Connect, Serve and Share!!
If you are already plugged into another church, we think the best thing is to be in 
community with people there. If you think you may be moving in the next 12 months, 
please discuss this with Jon. Whatever you do, for the sake of the group and your future 
mentor couple, please make sure this is a place you want to commit to before jumping 
into one of these groups.!!
Other Expectations!
Groups will last about 15 months.  Some have wrapped up as early as 12 months and 
many have gone 18 months. !
Frequency: Groups meet every other week to discuss content with their mentor couple.!
- the best thing you can do is block off this time weekly. The best groups spend time 

together on the alternate weeks.!!
What distinguishes Foundation Groups from other community groups:!
- Foundation group couples are specifically for young marrieds (18-30).!
- There is a mentor couple that is hand picked to walk alongside young marrieds.!
- There is a fixed curriculum specific to young marriage.!!
What Foundation Groups share in common with community groups:!
- Groups are designed to be a place of encouragement, acceptance, accountability and 

care.!
- Groups are designed for couples to learn together through life.!
- Groups are designed to spur one another on in their relationship with God and in their 

marriages.!
- Life is better together than alone!!
 
What about children?!
This group is designed to focus on spouse relationship and it is often too tough to 
discuss some of these topics with children running around. At the same time we 
understand that babies and children are a part of many young marriages!  So here is 
our current policy:!
Childcare is your responsibility.  If you have kids, be sure to plan for childcare. If your 
kids are younger than 6 months, then you can bring them.  But there is an expectation 
that as children become “mobile”, childcare is found.  Mentor couples will help guard the 
group time by holding new parents accountable to finding childcare at 6 months. I know 
this can be a sensitive subject, so please call if you would like to discuss this more.  We 
want to honor both new parents and the purpose of the foundation group.!
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What Foundation Group isn’t:!
Foundation group is not simply a recovery group, accountability group, a supper club, or 
a bible study.  Hopefully your group will have aspects of all of these and go beyond 
being a club to becoming a family.!!
This is going to be difficult.!
I’ve heard it said: “Community would be perfect if there were no people”. That is so true, 
so come with grace and a willing heart. This will take work and take a while to “gel”.!
Foundation groups are not made to just show up and be poured into. You get out of it 
what you put into it. If you want to be loved and challenged, then come a love and 
challenge! Value the time, honor other’s time and make it a priority.!!
Attendance is expected.!
We expect members to treat Foundation group attendance like work attendance.  If it is 
something you would take a day off of work for then it is a reasonable excuse to be 
absent (vacation, legitimate sickness, emergency).  Otherwise members are expected 
to honor each other and the mentors by being at every meeting, even if you are tired or 
mistakenly double-booked your calendar.!!
!
Next Steps!!
Respond to Jon Lilley by Sunday, July 13 with your commitment to either (1) join a 
Foundation group in August, (2) wait to join one early next year, or (3) not commit to a 
foundation group. You can use the next page to send in  your response.!!
If you are in, let Jon know . . .!

-  if there is another couple you would like to be with!
-  what nights of the week you could be available based on priority.!!

- We will be putting groups together over the following week.!
- You should receive a call from your mentor couple by August 1.!
- Remember: it is ok to not join a foundation group.  We still want you to be involved in a 

community at Woodcreek.  Scott Stonehouse can help you find a community group to 
join and you are always wanted at young adult events including the Gathering on 
Sunday mornings and weekly studies, outreach, service, social events, communion 
dinners, etc. Find more info at www.woodcreekchurch.com/youngadults.!!

I’m so excited to get this ministry off the ground. Be encouraged that you are part of the 
foundation of foundation groups!  God bless you all.!!
If you have questions please contact Jon Lilley: jon.lilley@woodcreekchurch.com 
972-529-8345 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!!!!!!!!!!!
Registration Form!

Please fill this out an return to the Woodcreek office c/o young adults pastor Jon Lilley.!!
Names ! ! _____________________________________________________!!
Place of Residence_____________________________________________________!
! ! ! !
! ! ! _____________________________________________________!!
Is there anyone you would like to be in a Foundation Group with?!!
______________________________________________________________________!!
______________________________________________________________________!!
______________________________________________________________________!!
What days might you be available to meet with your Foundation Group? !
if some times are better than others write their priority from 1-5 (1 being highest priority)!!

!!
Comments or Questions:!!
______________________________________________________________________!!
______________________________________________________________________!!
______________________________________________________________________!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

afternoons - - - - - afternoons

evenings evenings evenings evenings evenings evenings evenings
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